36             Bo swell's defence of Burkes wi>
most envy Burke for, is his being constantly th is never what we call hum-drum; never unwill
(True wit is Nature to advantage drest; What oft was thought, but ne'er so well exj [Pope's Essay on Criti
but surprising allusions, brilliant sallies of vivacity, am ceits. His speeches in parliament are strewed with for instance, the variety which he has given in his wide act detail, when exhibiting his Reform Bill. And h: abounds in wit. Let me put down a specimen. I t seen, at a Blue stocking assembly, a number of ladies worthy and tall friend of ours, listening to his literati he,) like maids round a May-pole.' I told him, I had f< feet definition of human nature, as distinguished frc An ancient philosopher said, Man was ' a two-legged feathers,' upon which his rival Sage had a Cock plucl« him down in the school before all the disciples, as a Man.' Dr. Franklin said, Man was ' a tool-making ai very well; for no animal but man makes a thing, by i he can make another thing. But this applies to very cies. My definition of Man is, 'a Cooking animal.' 1 memory, judgment, and all the faculties and passions c certain degree ; but no beast is a cook. The trick of 1 ing the cat's paw to roast a chestnut, is only a piece oi in that turfizssima bestia, which humbles us so sadly 1 to us. Man alone can dress a good dish; and every r more or less a cook, in seasoning what he himself eat: tion is good, said Mr. Burke, and I now see the full fo mon proverb, ' There is reason in roasting of eggs.' "W1 in his days of tumultuous opposition, was borne upor of the mob, Mr. Burke (as Mr. Wilkes told me himsel admiration,) applied to him what Horace says of Pmd\.
. . . numerzsqvie. fertur LEGE solutis.   \0dss, iv. 2.11.] Sir Joshua Reynolds, who agrees with me entirely as